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See AG online 

Visit 


to peek behind the scenes of 
AG magazine! Always get a 
parent’s permission before 
surfing the Web or giving out 
your full name, address, or any 
other personal info. 


Celebrating Girls, Yesterday and Today: 


Holiday Magic 
Jazz up your family 
gathering with a jolt 
of fun and games. 


| 


Sweet Surprises 
Give little gifts— 
get great big smiles! 


14 
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On the Cover “Oa vy 
Meet Erin Todd, age 12, and Garre 
Palmer, age 3. Erin likes little kids and 
thinks babysitting is fun. “I usually try 
to make the kids laugh,” she says. “But 
Garrett made me laugh!” To see if you'd 
be a super sitter, turn to page 24. 
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Letters from You 


A 


“I Love It!” 
I think it’s great that you’ve 


added a fun surprise in the 
middle of your magazine. 
Although playing with paper 
dolls is fun, it’s neat that once 
in a while you can get a cool 
treat like stickers instead! 


Kristina Andlyesk :-) 


Age 10, Michigan 


“I Hate It!” 
I hated your “Surprise” in the 
July/August 2000 issue. One of 
my favorite things about each 
issue is the paper dolls. Stickers 
are things that you get, use, and 


throw away, but you can keep 
and play with paper dolls for a 
long time. 

Sarah-Kate. Magee :-) 
Age 10, North Carolina 

Thanks to all of you who sent us 
letters about surprises and paper 
dolls in American Girl. Your opinions 
are important to us! Most of you 
agree: Paper dolls will be fun a 
couple of times a year, but you’re 
excited about getting other 
surprises, too. Be sure to let us 
know what surprises you’d like to 


see in the magazine! 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Smart Wall Art 
I liked the “Stick to it” article 
about magnetic paint in your 


July/August issue. You can also 


paint your room with chalk- 
board paint, and then you can 
draw on your walls with chalk 
and not get in trouble! 


Barbe Ludingston 


Age 11, California 


Cool Cooks », 

Thanks for the article about 
Lauren Eggeman and the Bake- 
Off contest in the July/August 
issue. My cousin’s wedding was 
catered by the woman who won, 
and the food was delicious! 
Congratulations to Lauren for 
coming so close to winning! 


Pressley Baird 
Age 11, North Carolina 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


American(irl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 
No matter how you write us, be sure 
to include your name and birth date. 
We can’t use every letter we receive, 
but we read and learn from each one. 
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Buzzword 
American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


faux pas 


How to say it: FOH-pah 


What it means: a social “goof” 


Where it comes from: Faux pas 
means “false step” in French. You 
know you've made a faux pas when 
you've “tripped up” in your manners. 


One way to use it: “iViegan watched 
in horror as her little brother Charlie 
used his fingers to eat at the fancy 


restaurant. What a faux pas!” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 
you find it? Answer on page 42. 


eee ee 


It’s the Grinch! 


Here’s a peek behind the scenes of the new movie, 
Dr, Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas, which 
opens November 17. Our source? Seven-year-old 
Taylor Momsen, who plays Cindy Lou Who. 


= A wig wrapped around a cone gave Taylor her 
Who ’do. Though her false eyelashes got droopy 
sometimes, Taylor’s Who teeth were worse—they 
fell out when she tried to say her lines! 


= Taylor loved all the wacky things in Whoville. 
Watch for one of Taylor’s favorite gizmos, the 
“blab-a-corder.” That’s the tape recorder Cindy 
Lou takes everywhere. 


a What’s a Who? “They’re not normal people,” 
says Taylor. Whos’ noses grow upward as they get 
older. Their ears and chins keep growing, too! 


a Taylor wasn’t the only one 
wearing a wig—even the 
Grinch’s dog wore one to 
make her ears look long. 
“Max” was really a female 
pooch named Kelly. 


You can be a Who, too! The U.S. Post Office is making a special 
Grinch postmark. This year, wish a pen pal “Happy Wholidays!” 
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eaeirioa sear Bear Hugs 
Thanks to Harry Potter, book clubs 

ane oproutns Up everywhere! Try These furry tales will warm your heart. 
some of these tips to get your ra 


group buzzing: 


Christmas! 


Last year, Erica Duncan and her brother 
D. J. were thrilled when a family friend 
gave them more than $100. Rather than 
spending the money on themselves, Erica 


Nice invisibility cloak! 
Dress as your favorite characters 
in the book. Hand out prizes for the 
best costumes. 


talked her brother into spending it on 
someone else. The New York siblings 


Photo: Mike Groll/Buffalo News 


decided to buy teddy bears for residents in a nursing home. “I just 
Is that your final answer? thought it would be nice,” says Erica, now nine. “Someone told me 
Turn your discussion into a trivia 


contest. See who knows the book 
the best! stuffed animals around.” 


older people don’t always get many visitors, and they like having 


‘ cbasedh In early December, Erica and D.]J. 

ry a hot Spot: Many book- ‘i ? } F , 
Shcis VecoWio-spabantor-olok delivered 28 bear's to the residents. “The 
meetings. They also offer special people were really happy,” says Erica. 
events when new books come 


“One lady said she was naming her bear 
out—ask for dates and times. 


after me!” 
How did you think of that? 
Many writers love to talk about ae 

their work. Check at your local 6 wo 
library for names of authors you Close-Knit Bconcs 

could meet. 


p hes these Georgia: 


Speak up! Don’t forget—the 
liveliest discussions happen when 
people speak their minds. If you 
didn’t like the book, say so! 


teacher knitting during 
recess one day, they 


Sophie back to 


hor socrot pasti bears to their local police department. Della Cummings (pictured 


Z wanted to learn how. 

5 Need a book to Soon they were knitting blankets for homeless people. 

ro get started? Try 43, x , 

2 the Wansioriy The kids didn’t stop there, though. They decided to knit sweaters 
8 Sharon Creech. A for “trauma bears,” stuffed bears police use to help comfort young 

E Sea voyage leads children in emergencies. In December, the students will donate six 
s 


above in pink shirt) stitched a sailboat on her bear’s sweater. She 
says, “I hope my bear makes 
someone feel better.” 
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CarkslExpress 


True Story 


Katharine gets the scoop on the stars. 


x pmexican Girl, daucti i 
Dea : yodu' 
) reporter fOr: Kids ie ae : 
ag ma dcasting comp m. ~~ 
Bremer) P6OF e@ our classtee < 
1ifornia We us alk show LOX, s 
i auce a weekly . e than § 
ce ae our hometow!- Mor ram. g 
kids 1 coved to our prog jue 2 
people ae nterview fam 


Recently a 
Mary-Kate a0 
Even though qT 


have S$ 

ee a out Mary SACS a ae Jane 
Bs ¢t-handed 1ike i Aaron carter, ade ink 

she's lee" ained ino wendbese toe 
tive also Zope at ene ene fnding out Moree ah 
Seymour » and P ‘nd the scenes ane to do my aream } 
: kids behin day 1 hope : ter! | 
caking le. Some ay codile Hun 
about famous tig Irwin, the Cro 5 ' 

jew—wit 


Story Contest" 


Get ready to write! It’s time for our annual_ 
story contest. Here are the rules: 


1. Somewhere in your story, you must 2. Your story should be no longer than 
use this sentence: eight handwritten pages or three 
typed pages. 


Ais Soon as she sent 
the letter, she wished 
She hadh’t. 


3. Include your name, address, phone 
number, and birth date. A parent 
must sign your story and state that 


Give your story a summer setting. YOR ieee ** Up youre: 


Please don’t send us stories about 4. Mail your story by January 1, 2001, to 
Amelia, any of the characters in The the address on page 2. Winners will 

American Girls Collection, or Harry appear in the July/August 2001 issue. 
Potter. Thanks! 


Your answe 
In the July/August issue, we 
asked you to name your favorite 
Harry Potter character. Here’s 
what you said: 


Next question 


Sure, it’s great to recycle—but 
would you pay more for an item 
just because it was made from 
recycled material? Check one. 


_] No. | shop for the best price. 


LI Yes, I’d pay a little more. 


1 I’d pay a lot more—anything 
to help the environment! 


Tell us why you chose your answer. 


‘ayep uUjslg pue ‘ssa4ope ‘awe Ano YPM Sn OL WoL jIew joue SAomsue anol, 4N0 {nF 


ee eee iC = 
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Hanukkah, and Christmas—but 

don’t forget November 21, World 
Hello Day! Say howdy to at least 
ten people that day. Try one of toys and gadgets. Are they really that great? 
these global greetings: 


There’s Thanksgiving, Kwanzaa, eZ 
; ame Ww ke) 


We asked Wisconsin girls to test some of the latest 


Find out how they rate! 


Oude qude = 
tH: "hi (G00=da Pee 
ae 00-day} Jamb 
hah-AH-hay)) UI URHM-boh) Ready, Set, 


| Scoot! — 
Hit Clips mini music 


The Razor scooter folds up to fit 
inside your backpack. Adrienne players are so small, you can pack > " 
Gust, 11, says, “It’s light and your favorite pop songs in your 
_ easy to steer. The brake works pocket. “The songs sound a little 
' well, too. I'd rather have this fuzzy,” says Abby Adolphs, 11, 
_ scooter than a bike!” “but | like the player’s small size— 
| 
| Fun fee * you can take it anywhere.” 
Cheyenne New Guinea Swahili 5 Be ta Le wn * ~ + 
Pidgin | From Razor USA LLC, $100 Fun Factor: % Se WAS 
i From Tiger Electronics, 


player $8, song clips $4 to $5 


Are you making your own holiday 

cards this year? We’d love to see 
| them! They can be designed on a 
| computer or made by hand, as 

long as they’re created by you. 
| Send a sample of your card to the 
| address on page 2. Include your 
| 
| 


Puppy Love 
Poo-Chi the digital doggy can sing and dance— 

) and never sheds or bites. But Elisa Becker, 11, 
has a bone to pick with this pooch. “It took a 
while to stop barking, and it got annoying,” she 
says. “I probably wouldn’t play with it very long.” 


Fun Factor: Pa ty > <P <p 


From Tiger Electronics, $30 


name, address, and birth date. 


Wy . 


Great Skates | 


Retract the wheels on the Street Flyers Skates, and they 
_tum into sporty sneakers. Claire Carpenter, 10, took the 
skates out for a spin. es. mee a 


to pack an extra pair of shoes.” 


> ores 


From FAO. Schwarz, $125 
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Twelve Dogs of Christmas photos courtesy of Tommy Nelson, Inc. Additional photo credits on page 2. 


A Canine Carol 


Emma Kragen was ata 
restaurant with her parents 
| when she started doodling 
on her paper place mat. 
Because it was the holidays, 
| she decided to write anew 

version of the song “The 12 Days of Christmas.” 
Emma replaced some of the words with the 
names of different kinds of dogs. Little did she 
know that her dinnertime doodling would turn 
into a popular holiday book! 

In Emma’s song, “a partridge in a pear tree” 
becomes “a poodle in a doghouse.” Instead of 


a 


a yo 


“five golden rings,” Emma sings, “five golden 
retrievers.” She also gave her song a surprise 
ending. “I thought, ‘If I’m going to write this, I 


’ ” 


might as well not make it boring!” she says. 
Emma’s dad sent her book to a publisher, 

who loved it! The company even asked Emma to 

record her song ona CD to be sold with the book. 

Since then, the California ten-year-old has signed 

her books in stores and has sung her song on TV. 

“People enjoy giving the book to their family and 


friends,” says Emma. “Even to their dogs!” 


Visit www.americangirl.com to hear a sample of Emma’s 


hound-dog hit! 
_——~ aa. 
Song Contest 


It’s your turn to write a song! 
Using the tune of “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star,” write a 
song about the last day of 


aetie. | 
& 


Wis. 


address on page 2 with your 


Winners will appear in the 
May/June 2001 issue. 


school. Send your song to the 


name, address, and birth date. 
Deadline: December 15, 2000. 
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Heart to Heart N&y 


Thoughtful Gifts 


What kinds of gifts mean the most? 
Can you give a good present without 
spending much money? 


In my family, we 
make coupon 


books to give for 
the holidays. The coupons are 
for things like breakfast in bed 
or for giving someone a hug. 
They’re fun to get, but they’re 
even more fun to give! 

a - 


Age 10, Illinois 


If you play an 
instrument, you 


can give a free 
concert as a gift. I did this for 
my mom. I let her decide what 
songs she’d like to G 


hear, and I prac- 
ticed them, 
made up a 
program, 
and put ona 
concert for her. 
She loved it! 
Relay Uta 


Age 11, Ohio 


AMERICAN GIRL 


A great gift that 
doesn’t cost 
much money is a 
nature jar. Fill a clear jar with 
dried things you find outside, 
like pine needles and pine- 
cones, stones, and leaves. It’s 
a good gift for someone who 
likes the outdoors. 


Udo 


Age 11, Wisconsin 


I wrote the little 
things my mother 
does for my 
brother and me in a small, 
blank book. I called it a “Book 
of Thanks.” I wrote how she 
walks us to school, makes 
lunches, and does our laundry. 
I decorated the pages with 
swirls and dots. I know she 
loves it because she keeps it 
on her bedside table. 
SAikLbran 


Age 10, Virginia 


If you need an 
idea for a gift, 
just take your 
friend to the movies and have 
a good time. One of my friends 
did that as a present 


for me, and a 
I enjoyed 
that time 
together 
very much. > 
Li MASAY) Luo 


Age 11, California 


My best friend 
Kate’s family eats 
out a lot. So for 
her birthday last year, I made a 
simple cookbook with all of my 
favorite recipes. Now she can 
cook for her family at least once 
a week, and she loves to see the 
looks on their faces when they 
try a new dish. 

Allie Wood 


Age 13, Texas 


Illustrations: Laura Corel! 


I got a picture of 
a group of my 


friends as a gift. 
One friend who moved away is 
in it. It didn’t cost a lot, but it’s 
worth a lot to me. 


Laurer?) 


Age 11, California 


The best low-cost 
present I ever 


gave to a friend 
was a pickle! I once asked her 
what she wanted for her birth- 
day, and she said, “A pickle.” 
She didn’t mean it, but I got her 


one as a joke. Now it’s 


a tradition to 
give her a 
pickle every 


year! The real 
gift is the laugh- 
ter we share. 


I made a cassette 
for my parents. 


I recorded songs 
from their favorite radio station 
onto a blank tape. It came out 
great. Just remember to stop 
recording when the DJ talks! 


els ten Dirwrfer es 
Age 10, New Jersey 


I got a sweatshirt 
that was signed 
by all my friends 
when I transferred to another 
school. A homemade gift is 
nice, because 
you know 
someone took 
time out to 
make it for you. 


Age 13, California 


I had no idea what 
to get my friend 
for her birthday. 
Then I thought I’d make a 
sleepover kit, since she loves 


sleepovers. I put in a flashlight, 
soap, a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
and a washcloth. It was a hit! 


Age 10, Minnesota 


Every year my 
mom gives me a 
Birthday Book 
filled with pictures of me from 
the year before. I like looking at 
the books because they are 


filled with memories. They are 
very special gifts, and I will 
keep them forever. 


Age g Maine d 


/Speak from 


I love to give and 
2 , e get homemade 
J! gifts. I think that 
homemade gifts are the best 
because they come from the 


see SS 


heart, not from a store. 


Anyptin Lowie 


Age 10, North Carolina 


— 


Your Heart 


Next subject: Jealousy. Have you 
ever been jealous of a friend for 
something she had or something 
she did? Has a friend ever been 
jealous of you for some reason? 
How can you be happy for some- 
one instead of being jealous? 


Send answers, name, birth date, 
and school photo to: AmericanGirl 
8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, 
WI 53562. While we can print only 
about a dozen letters in each 
Heart to Heart, we read and learn 


from every one! 


Deadline: December 7, 2000. 


Some answers will appear in the 


\ May/June 2001 issue. X 
X 


by Marissa Moss 
Cand tot -Aamor aban) 


avicks | 

played on 

vabyss ters 
L December | 


| want te babysit, but Mom thinks \'m too young. But | took care of 
my half brother George when | visited Dad lost summer. Besides, | should be 


an EXPERT because | remember all the tricks | played on my sitters 


George was wnt (he? 2 
A 
0g 


— . 


piace ead 2 December 2 


fice cream ts} 


I didn'+ convince Mom | could babysit, but she did agree | could be 
a mother's helper. That means | help with kids while the mom's at home 
| but busy with other stuff. | won't get paid as much, but | won't have 

ite change diapers ether. CPhew! ) 


December 5 
i ‘ a ‘ . s ©: 
: eter k got my First job! Ms. Hua is giving « holiday party,and she needs 
b + ¥:00, 
bet rean ) me to take care of her Als SEs Ais ONE emt 2 —_ 
read as lord}. je (denhcat twins, 
and VERY so. its easy to 


asi tke: 4 Suing while she gets “8 
te LI thew aper fl. 


e cute! 
Tatways \ ready and during the ales 
sit this close \ aie 
to the TV. arty. : 5 EN ga 
tothe TY. 4 party, eae 
December 8 neenntae 
; ; i gee with ie 
l'm all set for the twins, Here's what Im bringing: ae on't eat ey, 
Al\- Purpose Mother's- Helper Kit ‘€ Pee %, 
Slt *agae 


tk chalk — Something 
aera with that washes 
ee for nontoxic Tea 


\ 
6 
— Awe books — some of m3 pie 
Favorites, a, fas 


re et 


arrcks the WARNING: Small children may be 
Horns Play, |. hazardous +o your peace Cand 
a. prece) of mind ! 


cheg'l! calm down 
ae soon #5 90e Play 
with them. Theg just 
want atteprtton: 


Or read 
+o them. 
They love 
Wooke, 


— December 10 


The party was today. Even before \got to the house, 


tc 


cory 4 | could hear the twins screaming—definitely not a good sign. Ms. Hua was 


ee REALLY glad to see me. She was night, the twins did love books — 


cae scribbling on, tearing, and stomping on them: Instead of cuddling my bear, 
c ‘for t 

md © they threw hivn inthe trash (at least they missed the torlet!). | promised 
+0 avo | 

5093) ve) them animal crackers if they were good, but they just grabbed the crackers 


and gat crumbs evernwhere. Lad know what todopand the guests would 


F : | wee ss gis 
: he Coming Soon. aN ani™ 


surprises 
uader their — 
pillows 
(Oh) ae went outside. (it is VERY hard to get flai ling arms into coat sleeves! ) 
where the 

peanst butter - 


Sandwieh~4 I took out the only part of my kit they hadn't ruined yet and started to draw. . 


weatl ) we Was a holdoy partys se Idrew holiday stuff on the front walk. 


| was afraid the gi cls. Would start throwing the party food next, $0 WE nn 


- “qubber pansemh em 
ducky 
J 


» j sig Pied IEE Se ds ae woe < " ae hoor eS ae epee an »isnphndeaeitesatagnet antares 
fe ; Ea LE all Se i 
strange items Ivy colored his 
? laced in 5 Rina eee i Nate? erocagenterpepyppeen 


ete nner = crenata 


j aT - iim 
my Shoe i since eae no See Oe drew sno | 
Plastic 1S The twins loved it, and they wanted to draw, too! Some of their scribbles cm 
. were prety good! When the guests came, they loved our decorations. Bestof. 
ut Snai 5 


are NOT!) | all, the girls were so tired, they were lithe angels the rest of the night. All 
| had todo was read Curious George 62 Hmes. Oh well, the next time 
| take care of them, "ll know it by heart x 


‘O8 Contest Winners 


Shp Thinkin 


We asked you to write poems using the word wish. 


0 More than 2,000 entries poured in! ¢ 


OY 


~ Here are the winners—with our best wishes! 


Av GPW, of 
Buber flies 


| wish I had . 
A crown of butterflies, 
An ocean of smiles, 

A ribbon of fire, 

A meadow of quiet, 

A tree of hearts, 

A sun of dandelions, 

A window of wind, 

A bouquet of clouds, 
And a world of peace. 


Age 11, New York 


Urey 
front 


One Wish. 


If | had one wish, 

One wish all for me, 

I’d wish for a sister 
Who’s younger than me. 


Three brothers are fine, 
And that’s what I’ve got, 
But having a sister 

Would sure hit the spot! 


We’d giggle and swing 
From our big maple tree 
As we spy on the boys, 
Just my sister and me. oN. 
And whisper big dreams , 
With the lights out at night, 


Then I’d hug her good night 
With all of my might! 


Meleah Van 05 
Age 13, Michigan 


if 


Illustrations: Rebecca Gibbon 


A. Tiny Friend 


| wish | had a little girl 
So tiny she would stand 
No taller than 

A grown-up’s hand. 


To sit on my homework 
And talk to me, 

To swim in my bathtub, 
A great big sea! 


To take with me 

On long trips in the car— 
With her in my pocket, 
They wouldn’t seem far! 


I’d feed her berries 
And bits of buns 
And, for dessert, 
Some cookie crumbs. 


I’d tuck her in bed 

With her pom-pom bear, 
Then kiss her good night 
And say, “Stay there!” 


Anna 


Age 9, Delaware 


4 Wish. 


| wish | could ride a unicorn. . 

I'd fly up to the clouds. 

At night I’d catch 

One billion stars 

And hum a tune out loud. 

I’d fly across the rainbow, 

I’d fly above the sea. 

I’d make friends with bees 
and butterflies 

And ask them out to tea. 


Britten aol Tonkkee 


Age 11, Mic 


Ay Only Vis 


A cat from Macy’s Pet Supply 


Is my most earnest wish. 
I'd keep her off the furniture. 
I’d buy her a pretty pink dish. 


To see a rolling ball of fur 
Would steal my heart away, 
And oh, the joy of kittens born 
In my birthday month of May. 


I'd take any kind of cat 
Except for Siamese. 

The only problem with a cat— 
It makes my mother sneeze! 


katie Doyle 


Age 10, PennsYlvania 


What's" 


Now that you’ve read 
these poems, grab your 
favorite gel pen and fill 

“A Little Book of Wishes” 


your own sparkly dreams. 


with 
It’s 


a special book just for you! * 


Runners-Up: 
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Je. ENN Guanno 
Age 12, Missouri 
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’ Age 14, California “, Age 10 
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sweet surp 
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ny holiday treats to give or keep 


Make these ti 


punch it! 

Make these cute gift cards 
with large and standard-size 
hole punches. To make the 
ornament, glue a large blue 
circle on a blank card. Cut a 
small white circle in half to 
make the hanger and the 


reflection. Glue in place. Use 
a gel pen to draw the string. 
For the snowflake design, 
glue different-colored small 
circles in the middle of large 
silver circles, then glue on a 
blank card. 


jolly ring 

Ring in the holidays with 
this easy bead band! String 
enough beads on a 10-inch 
piece of elastic to fit around 
your finger. Tie the elastic in 
a knot to make the ring. 


String one bead on each end 
of the elastic to make the 
dangles. Tie knots to keep 
the beads in place about 
% inch from the ring. Trim 
excess elastic. 


snowmints These melt-in-your-mouth mints will tickle your tastebuds! 


1 Wash hands. In a bowl, 
mix together 1 tablespoon 
softened butter (do not use 
margarine), 1 tablespoon light 
corn syrup, Y% teaspoon salt, 


and 7/2 teaspoon mint extract 


with a fork. Gradually add 

1 cup powdered sugar. When 
dough becomes too stiff to 
stir, knead with hands. 


2 Make 12 snowmen with 
¥%, of dough by forming 2 or 
3 marble-size balls for each 
one. Stack balls on wax 
paper to make bodies. 


3 Divide rest of dough in 

half. Knead 1 drop blue food 
coloring into one half. Wash 
hands. Knead 1 drop red and 
2 drops yellow food coloring 


m into other half. Wash hands. 


4 For each snowman, press 
on candy sprinkles for mouth, 
eyes, and buttons. Form a 
scarf, hat or earmuffs, and 
nose out of colored dough. 


Press features in place. Store 


in refrigerator. 
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bright lights 


This pretty present is simple 
to make! Use colorful metallic 
stickers to decorate a glass 
candle holder. 


jingle dangles 
Add a little sparkle to your favorite 
holiday outfit. To make each earring, 
use a short piece of thin elastic cord 
to tie a tiny bell to a plain hook earring 
(available at craft stores). Tie a bow, 
and trim ends. 


angel kisses 
These celestial cuties start with a 
Hershey’s Kiss! Paint a piece of bow-tie 
pasta with acrylic paint for wings. Paint 
a short piece of spaghetti and a pasta 
ring for a halo. Let dry. Glue pasta ring to 
top of spaghetti piece. Let dry. Cut a 
mini marshmallow in half with scissors. 
Draw a face on one half with marker. 
Glue face to top of kiss. Glue wings to 
back of kiss. Glue on pasta hair. Let dry. 
Stick halo into top of head. Use for 
decoration only (don’t eat). 


~ 


pretty pasta 

Use your noodle to create these sparkly 
snowflakes. Lay out snowflake design, 
as shown, on wax paper, using small 
pasta rings and thin linguine. Glue 
pasta together with glue. Let dry. Paint 
snowflake with white acrylic paint. 
Sprinkle on glitter while paint is wet. 
Let dry. Tap off excess glitter. Hang 
with cord or ribbon. 
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it’s a wrap! 
wi Make these bitty ornament 
boxes for all your tiny gifts. 
Find a small cardboard box with 
a lid (craft stores have them in 
different shapes). Ask an adult 
to help you cut a hole in the lid. 
Paint lid and box with acrylic 
paint. Let dry. Cut a 12-inch-long 
piece of ribbon. Fold ribbon in 
half to make a loop. Push loop 
up through hole in lid. Wrap 
ribbon around sides and bottom 
of box. Attach with double-stick 
tape. Fill box with tissue, add a 
gift, and slide down the lid. X 


‘Holiday Magic 


Amuse and amaze your family and friends 
with these tricky games! Se 


E.S.P. 


(Easy Sentence Prank) 


The Game: You'll need a partner. Tell the 
group your partner can read people’s minds! If 
someone whispers the name of a person or thing 
to you, your partner will guess what it is. 


The Trick: Tell everyone to concentrate. You 

and your partner know that as you’re talking, 

you'll use the first letter of the first word of each we. 
sentence to spell out the mystery word. 


Yo Play: Ask someone in the room to whisper 
the name of a person or thing to you. Then start 
giving your clues. If the mystery person is Mom, 


for example, you might say, “My partner needs Magic Numbers 


everyone to concentrate. Outside thoughts should 
be removed from your minds. Many people don’t The Game: Arrange a fork, knife, and spoon 


believe in mind reading.” Based on your clues, on the table. Ask the group to guess what number, 
your partner will “read your mind.” from one to five, the arrangement stands for. 


The Trick: How you arrange the silverware 
doesn’t matter. You’ll show the number with your 
right hand! Each time you lay out the silverware, 
casually hold out a certain number of fingers. 


To Play: Arrange the silverware. Ask everyone 
to guess what number the fork, knife, and spoon 
represent. Continue making new arrangements 
and asking for guesses until the players figure out 
that they’re supposed to look at your hand. 


lustrations: Laura Hi 


AMERICAN. GIRL 


# 


The players are on a sinking ship, and you control wha 
in the lifeboat. Anyone who brings the right two items can come a 


To board the lifeboat, each person must name items that 
start with her or his initials. 


If your name is Jill Smith, you could say, “I’m bringing jam 
and salt.” If your dad, Tom Smith, understands the trick, he might say, 
“I'm bringing tools and sauerkraut.” You’d say he could come aboard. 
Then your aunt Sally Smith might say, “I’m bringing books and a flash- 
light.” You wouldn’t let her aboard. Continue until everyone figures 
out the trick. 


qv 


You'll need a partner. 
Say that your partner can guess what 
object the group chooses when she’s 
out of the room. 


You and your partner 
both know that you will name a red 
object just before you name the 
mystery object. 


Send your partner out of 
the room. Ask the group to choose any 
object in the room. Call your partner 
back, and begin naming objects. After 
naming a few items, you might say, 
“Is it Grandma’s red purse?” Your 
partner will say, “No,” but she’ll know 
that the next thing you name is the 
mystery object. 
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‘I’m so glad Icame 
to America, and 
T’ntgo happy J have 
fa mily!” , 
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Portraits: Pamela Zaremba Snapshots courtesy the Lamb family 


ohte 
Nid 


ns Wi s soon as Aimée Lamb saw the small girl in the 
oy & We photo, she knew there was something special 
~ailixest! about her—something that made her stand out. 
Aimée’s parents and her brother, Eric, knew it, too. 

That was in 1999, when Aimée was 11 and Eric was 13. 
The Lambs had decided to adopt a girl from China. The 
family wanted to adopt someone close to Aimée and 
Eric’s age—not a baby. They looked through pages and 
pages filled with pictures of children who needed a good 
home. “It’s a really hard decision, looking at all those 
kids, because they all have no mother and no father,” 
explains Aimée. “But when we saw Xiao Fang’s picture, 


we knew she was the one.” 

Halfway around the world, Xiao Fang (show-FONG), 
the 11-year-old girl in the adoption agency photo, got the 
news she’d been waiting for: her new American family 
would soon arrive to take her home. She imagined that 
in America, she’d live like a princess! “I was really happy,” 
she remembers. “I didn’t want to be in the orphanage. 
They were mean to everyone.” But Xiao Fang also under- 
stood that getting adopted meant she’d have to leave her 
best Chinese friend and China itself—perhaps for good. 
And she didn’t know much at all about her new family. 


the Long Wait 

WWE doption takes a long time and a lot of paperwork. 
® The Lambs were familiar with the process— 
they’d adopted Eric from Korea when he was a 
baby Still, the whole family waited anxiously for the news 
that Xiao Fang’s adoption could go through. “It was really 
weird thinking, ‘What will it be like to have a sister?” 
Aimée recalls. She guessed Xiao Fang was probably think- 
ing the same thing. So with her mom’s help, Aimée filled 
an album with photos of her family and their home. Aimée 
wanted to give her new sister a peek at life in America. 


Snapshots, top to bottom: (1) at the orphanage, (2) the family’s 
first night together, (3) the new sisters in authentic Chinese dresses, 
(4) sightseeing in China, (5) the long flight home 
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Finally, the adoption agency told the Lambs 
that everything was set for Xiao Fang to come to 
America. Since travel to China is expensive, only 
two members of the Lamb family could go. They 
decided Xiao Fang might feel more comfortable 
if Aimée was there to meet her, so Aimée and her 
mom made the trip. “I couldn’t wait to meet Xiao 
Fang,” Aimée says, “but I was very nervous, too, 
because I was afraid we wouldn’t like each other.” 


Sisters at Last! 


I ttook Aimée and her mom 36 hours to 
travel from their home in New England 
@ to Beijing, China’s capital city. They 


wanted to get used to the time change and learn a 
bit about Chinese culture firsthand, so they spent a 
few days taking in the city’s amazing sights. Finally, 
they flew to Chengdu, Xiao Fang’s hometown. But 
their flight was delayed! At the orphanage, Xiao 
Fang waited and wondered, “What if they never 
come at all?” 

When the time to meet finally arrived, Xiao 
Fang felt shy and a bit frightened. “Mom opened 
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the door really fast, and I got scared,” she says. 

“I wanted to talk, but I was so afraid, and I didn’t 
know English.” She wasn’t the only one feeling 
nervous. Says Aimée, “I felt really shy and really 
happy at the same time. Then I thought about how 
Xiao Fang must have been feeling, seeing people 
she’d never seen before and knowing she was 
going to live with them.” 

Aimée remembers the thrilling happiness of the 
moment, too. “Xiao Fang walked into our hotel 
room with a BIG smile on her face. She was carry- 
ing the photo album I'd sent her,” Aimée recalls 
fondly. “She was so excited! Every so often she’d 
wave her arms and say something in Chinese. The 
interpreter said she was saying, ‘I’m so happy! J’m 


so happy!’” Mrs. Lamb had the interpreter ask Xiao 
Fang if she wanted to be called by her Chinese 
name, which means “small, sweet fragrance,” or 
by her new American name: Emily. Immediately, 
she jumped up and said, “Emily!” 

As soonas Mrs. 
Lamb and her two 
girls were alone, their 
nervousness melted 
away. “I sat down,” 
remembers Emily, 
“and Aimée was there 
on my left side, and 
Mom was on my 
right side. They held 
me so tight!” All three 
knew they belonged 


together—they were a family. “Mom says it was instant bonding,” explains 
Aimée. “I just knew Emily would be a really good sister.” 

Aimée, Emily, and Mrs. Lamb spent a few more days in China, finishing 
the paperwork that made Emily’s adoption official and getting to know one 
another. They had time for sightseeing and trying exciting Chinese foods. 
Both sisters bought an authentic Chinese dress called a chi-pow (CHEE- 
POW). Even though Aimée and Emily didn’t speak the same language, they 
found ways to communicate. Finally, after the long trip home, the family was 
together: Mom, Dad, Eric, Aimée, and Emily Xiao Fang Lamb. 


All-American Girls 
om. a mily has been in the United States for 14 months. Her first year in 


an American school was a huge success. “She can read English 
. ! now, and she didn’t even know the alphabet at first,” says Aimée 
seule Emily’ s made a lot of friends, too. This fall, she started sixth grade. 

Emily’s not the only member of the Lamb family who spent the past year 
learning anew language. Mrs. Lamb and Aimée have been going to Chinese 
school with Emily every week. “Aimée is good at speaking Chinese,” says 
Emily, “but Mom needs more practice. Mom says, ‘Chinese is hard!’ I tell 
her, ‘English is hard, too, but I practice!’” 

Adjusting to America has been difficult 

4 attimes. “I do miss my Chinese food and 


my Chinese friends and my Chinese 


1” 


everything!” says Emily. Everyday life 
here is far different from what it was in 
China. Aimée explains, “There are a lot of 
.¥ things Americans take for granted, like 
swimming, for example, but Emily never 
got to experience them.” Just like other 
sisters, the girls have their disagreements, 
too. When they shared a bedroom, “Emily 
wanted to have everything pink,” says 
Aimée. “Yuck!” For the most part, though, 

i Emily and Aimée just enjoy being sisters. 
“We dance sawetiee jump off the bed, play music. It’s wonderful,” says 
Emily. “I’m so glad I came to America, and I’m so happy I have a family!” 


Snapshots, top to bottom: (1) Emily’s first day of American school, (2) Emily’s first 
Christmas, (3) Emily swimming, (4) the Lambs on vacation, (5) a party at Grandma’s 
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Questions 
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A ie 
vy Loe on 
1. Its your first time babysitting 


at little Katie’s house. Before her 
parents leave, you... 


a. don’t ask any questions—you don’t 
want them to think you’re inexperienced. 


b. go over your checklist one more time. 
Better safe than sorry! 


@start playing with Katie right away. 
That’s why you’re there! 


2.. Uh-oh! The Smiths are asking 
you to babysit Harold again. Last 
time, Harold was horrible! You... 
a)jturn down the job. 


“b. take the job anyway. 
You don’t want to hurt 
their feelings. 


c. say you'll do it. You 
can always back out! 


3. You're starving, and the fridge 
is full of food. You... —) 


n’t eat anything— 
it’s impolite! 


b. dig in to anything 
that looks good. 


a ~ al c. have a snack. 
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uiz to find out if you have what it takes to be a super sitter. 


4. Freddie Jr. bursts into 
tears the minute his mom puts 


on her coat. You... Grusy or watch TV. 


b. stretch out on the 
sofa for a snooze. You 
deserve a rest, too! 


a. hand him back to 
_\ his mom as she runs 
out the door. 


c. go through book- 
shelves and drawers to 
see what “interesting 
reading” you can find. 


b. tell Freddie his 
mom will be back 

; ; in a minute, even 
though you know it 
} will be longer. 


6G. You and three-year-old Amy 
are watching a video together. 
“Potty!” she says. You... 

ake her to the bathroom—now. 


b. ask her if she can wait. The movie’s 
just getting to the good part! 


c. tell her to go ahead, and put the video 
on “pause” until she gets back. 


7. Boing! Boing! 9. The parents have just 
Maggie won't returned, and you're ready to 
5. You've just caught your stop jumping on leave. Trouble is, they don’t 
little brothers snooping in the the bed. When | show any signs of paying you. 
gifts under the tree. When you ask her to get Neviacs 
you tell them to stop, they say, down, she says, > Home: They’ romanbie? 0 pak 
y “You can’t make us! You're not “But my mom you later. 
\ Mom!” You... lets me!” You... b. remind them of your hourly rate. 
) a. call your mom and ask her to make a. say, “Oh, 0.K.,” c. stand at the door and patiently wait 
them stop. and let her bounce. for them to catch on. 


sav, “No, but Mom made me the boss Osa “When your mom’s gone, I’m in 
for now. Let’s go play your new computer arge, and | want you to stop—now.” | U rn T h e P a g e 
game together.” c. start jumping with her. She’ll think £ 
c. yell. That’ll make them listen! you’re the best sitter ever! 0 vr ans wer S ° 


Iliustrations: Amanda Haley. 
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A nswers 
Give yourself one point for each answer you get right. 


™\ LD. Asking questionsisn’ta 
sign of inexperience—it shows 
you want to be prepared. The 
first time you babysit, arrive 


early and get the facts you need. 
Write down this info: 


= 


» Number where parents can 
be reached 
} « Address and phone nu 

of house you're In 
» Time parents expect to be home 
a» Name and phone number of 

a neighbor 

What and when to feed child 
\ «Bedtime and bedtime rituals 
phone numbers 


mber 


' » Emergency 


‘ 2. Don’t be afraid to turn 
down a job that’s not right for 
you. Say politely, “Thanks, but 
Harold and I don’t make a good 
fit.” Try not to back out once 
you've accepted a job—the 


parents are counting on you! 


X 36. Most adults will tell you 


everything in 


\ of unopened 

packages. 

4 Share treats 

/ \]j with the child 

: » —7 wD J that the parents 
= have approved. 
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Jde. It’s normal for little kids 


to help yourself toasnack.Don’t 
make a faux pas, though, andeat_/ 


sight! Stayout 


4 v 5b. Babysitting your own 
siblings can be the hardest job 
of all. Suggest other activities 
to keep them out of mischief, 
and work out with your parents 
ahead of time what to do if 
your siblings won't listen. Tell 
yourself, “Right now I'm the 


sitter, not the sister!” 


ak 


to cry when their parents leave. 
Luckily, it usually doesn’t last 
long. Giving the child back to the 
mom will only prolong the tears. 
Instead, tell Freddie his mom 
loves him and that she'll be back 
by bedtime. Don’tlie to him, 
though, if you know she'll be 
back much later. Then distract i 
b 


him with something new. See 
“Kid Kit” on page 29 for ideas! 


7b. Don't go along with any XK 
activity you think is unsafe. 

Say, “Let’s go outside and jump 
rope instead,” or suggest a 


game to play. Tell the parents 
SE 
exactly what happened later. 


(6a. When a toddler has to 
go, she means now. Since she’s 
just learning, she'll probably 


need your help. Stop what 

you're doing and take her to f 7 

the bathroom. Praise her for 8a. You snooze, you lose! 

as u snooze, You ! 

Once the kids are asleep, feel 
free to read, watch TV quietly, 
or do your homework. But 
don’t sleep on the job—you 
might not hear the child crying 
or the phone ringing. Respect 
your clients’ privacy, too. In 


trying, even if she doesn’t do 
everything just right. Help her 


wash her hands when she’s 


done, and wash yours, too. 
PO as eR a a a 


other words, no snoopin’! 
——————————_ 


Did You Score? oe 


't~7 point 
Your s in the right place, but you 


might not be ready yet to sit solo. Try 
being a mother’s ’ 9 OE 


O-3 points 
Babysitting isn’t for everyone, and it’s 
O.K. if it’s not right for you yet. Instead 
of kids, you might 


p 


tf 


enjoy sitting for Go: ” helper for a while. ~ e 
plants or pets— 7 re 2 \ Watching the kids 
they need love and #7 © “a, r while Mom’s at 


attention, too! home is super 


sitter practice! 


4 nul yn 97- 2 
oe Babysitting i is youn ‘ol Xe) 


on’t be shy about asking to get 
paid. Say politely, “We agreed 


Treat your job like 


abusiness, and ~ 


your clients dice too! \ 


What do you do when little Howie 
gets an owie? Take a babysitting 


course and learn how to handle 
emergencies. These groups offer 
classes for kids 11 and up: 


The Red Cross 
Ask an adult to call your local 
chapter for details. 


Safe Sitter 
Visit www.safesitter.org to find 
a class near you. 


8-9 poi nts | 
Congratulations! You sound likea =} 
pro. There’s one important thing left 
to do: take a safety | 
course. Check 
out the sources 
listed above 
to find a class 


XN 


near you. ~\¢ 
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The ABCs of Sitting Sitter Secrets. 


Even if you aced the quiz, there are stillsome Readers share tip-tof 
sitter basics you need to know. Take a look! 
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How young is too young to babysit? If you’re 10 or younger, 
you probably need to wait. Most safety courses are for 

kids age 11 and up, and taking one is a must. You'll also 
need experience as a mother’s helper—and, of course, your 
parents’ permission—before you start sitting. So if you’re 
not old enough yet, go along with an older sister when she 
babysits or work as a mother’s helper to learn the ropes. 


Don’t leave the child alone— 
ever. “I was feeding my 
cousin when the phone rang. 
fr ii = When I came back, she was 
feeding the cat her baby food!” 
Stocie 


Age 11, Michigan 


B is for Business. 


Advertise your services! Make professional flyers online en: 
at www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/babysitting. Give flyers only 
to people you trust. Ask your parents if you’re unsure. 


C is for Cleanup. 


You don’t have to scrub sinks or chase dust bunnies, 
but you should plan to clean up after yourself and the 
child. Before the parents return, pick up toys and wash 
and put away dishes. Try making cleanup time a game— 
little kids love seeing who can do a job the fastest! 


D is for Dependabi lity. 


Show your clients they can count on you. Let them know 
if you’ll need transportation, and show up on time. Never 
bring a friend unless you O.K. it with the family. If you’re 

really ill and can’t do the job, recommend someone else 

who can take your place. 


Lock the doors, but keep 
the keys. “It was my first 
real babysitting job. The 
kids wanted to go outside, 
so | took them out and shut the door 
behind us. When we tried to go back 
in, it was locked! We were stuck 
outside for about an hour until their 
dad came home.” 


Laura Galints ;> 
Age 11, Virginia ‘ j 


E is for Earnings. 


Most sitters charge between $2 and $5 an hour, depending 
on how many children they’re watching and the number 

of hours they’re sitting. Find out the going rate in your area, 
and tell your clients up front what you charge. 


F iS for Fun! 


Babysitting is a big responsibility, but it can also be tons 
of fun. Show up for each job ready to play, and enjoy your 
new smallLfry friends! 


Kid Kit 
Pack a sack of 
small surprises 


tot tips. 


Don’t wear your favorite outfit to 

work. “I cooked frozen pizzas for a 
little girl and boy. The girl got pizza 
sauce all over her hands and face. J . 


While | was cleaning her up, she smeared i to help keep 
sauce all over my arm and shirt, too!” ia e h 
Elance curs / |} Kids happy. 
et! ap ,| «Bright Band-Aids 


ff 


« Old wallet with pictures and 
play paper money inside 
«Old magazines, 
kids’ scissors, 
and a glue stick 


“= Be prepared. “About ten 
_ minutes after the parents 
left, the power went out. 
Luckily, they’d told me 
where to find the flashlight!” 


Anna Sonn 


Age 13, Ohio 


» Stuffed animals 


» Picture books 


« lemporary tattoos 


« Playing cards 
» Stickers 
» Colorful hair accessories 


« Toy harmonica 


» Paper lunch bags to 
make into puppets 


» Crayons or washable EF 


markers 


» Candy laces and cereal 
like Cheerios or Froot 
Loops to make bracelets 


Li" 
oy 
Go to “To Do Today” at 
Www.americangirl.com 


for more great tips. 
Happy sitting! * 
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You will need 
Colored paper 
¢Scissors 
¢%-inch tall-cabinet hinge 
(available at hardware 
stores) 
*Glue 


Beads, glitter, ribbon, 
charms, buttons, fabric, 
stickers, fake fur, or 1 Cut 2 pieces of colored 2 To make pages, cut a strip 3 Poke hole in back cover 
designs cut from paper paper to fit front and back of of white paper 4 inches long through top screw hole. Fold 

White paper hinge. Glue in place. Decorate by % inch wide. Fanfold paper _ ribbon in half to make a loop. 

Ruler cover with small objects, such __ strip to fit inside hinge. Open Thread ribbon ends through 

¢1 yard thin ribbon as beads, buttons, fabric, or hinge. Glue ends of paper to hole, then through ribbon loop. 

paper designs. Let dry. inside of hinge. Let dry. Pull snug. Knot ends. 


Dazzle your friends with 
mini books you make yourself. / 
Tiny hinges are the secret 


to these neat necklaces! 


Make a pocket-size book 
with a door hinge. Make 

fanfold pages or trim some 
Post-its to fit inside. x 


Photos: Bob Esparza Illustrations: Geri Bourget Craft: Paula Weed 
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Illustrated by Walter Rane 


Kit is sure Dad will find a new job 
in the want ads soon. When he does, 
her headline will be... 


HURRAY FOR DAD! BYE-BYE, BOARDERS! 


I i el i tn el 
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it Kittredge’s class 
was in the school 
auditorium working 
on the backdrop for 
the Thanksgiving pageant. The 


~ boys were painting, and the girls 
were cutting out paper turkey feathers. Stirling 
was standing on a stool, gluing the finished 
feathers onto the outlines of giant turkeys. 


RMS 


Kit saw Roger jab Stirling with his paint- 
brush. “So, Stirling,” Roger said, “when’s the 
wedding for you and Kit?” 

It was as if Stirling hadn’t heard Roger. He 
stepped down off his stool and calmly brushed 
glue onto another batch of turkey feathers. 

Roger turned his back on Stirling. “Hey, 
Freckles,” he said to Kit. “What’s the matter 
with your boyfriend? He’s awful quiet.” 

“Stirling is not my boyfriend,” snapped Kit. 
“He and his mother pay to live at our house. 
They’re boarders.” 

“Oh yeah!” Roger drawled. “That’s right.” 
He plopped down on the stool Stirling had been 
using. “Your dad lost his job back in August, 
didn’t he, Kit? Your family’s so poor you have 
to rent out rooms in your house to earn money 
now.” He smirked. “I heard you’re the maid.” 

“T am not!” Kit denied hotly, even 
though she had been feeling like 
a maid ever since the boarders 
moved in. Kit did not like having 
the boarders in her house at ail. 
There was tall Mr. Peck with his 
beard and his double bass, the 


talkative nurses Miss Hart and Miss Finney, 
and Stirling and his mother. Kit resented the 
chores she and her brother Charlie had to do, 
and she hated how hard her mother worked, 
cooking and cleaning all day. The worst of it 
was that the boarders’ rent still wasn’t enough 
money to live on. Mother said they’d need two 
more boarders to make ends meet. But Kit was 
sure Dad would find a new job soon, in spite 
of the Depression. Then the boarders would 
leave, and Kit would never dust again! 
“Tam not the maid,” she repeated firmly. 
“That’s not what I heard,” Roger taunted. He 
stood up, turned, and started to swagger away. 
It was then that Kit saw that 
there were giant turkey feathers 
stuck to the seat of Roger’s 
pants! Kit nudged her best 
friend Ruthie and pointed. 
Ruthie chortled. “Hey, everybody!” she 
called out. “Look at Roger—Mr. Turkeypants!” 
Everyone looked. The girls screamed with 
laughter and the boys whistled and shouted, 


“Hey, Turkeypants!” Kit realized with surprise 
that Stirling must have sneaked the gluey 
feathers onto the stool just as Roger was sitting 
down so that they’d stick to his pants when he 
stood up. 

Roger also realized that Stirling was the one 
who'd tricked him. “You think you’re pretty 
smart, don’t you, Stirling?” he said furiously as 
he pulled off the gluey feathers. “Sticking your 
stupid turkey feathers on me. Well, at least my 
father hasn’t flown the coop and disappeared 
like yours has!” 

By now the whole class was gathered, wait- 
ing to hear what Stirling would say to Roger. 
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But Stirling didn’t say anything. His silence 
exasperated Kit. “For your information, 
birdbrain,” she said to Roger, “Stirling’s 
father sent him a letter from 
Chicago just a few days ago. 
It had twenty dollars in it.” 

Everyone gasped. “Twenty dollars!” 

Kit didn’t say that when the letter came, her 
dad had horrified her by saying that he might 
go to Chicago, too, if he didn’t find a job in 
Cincinnati soon. Instead, she said, “Stirling’s 


mother gave ten dollars to my mother.” 

“Well,” sneered Roger. “That’s good news for 
your family then, Kit, since your father doesn’t 
have ajob or any money. My father says your 
dad used up all of his savings to pay the people 
who worked at his car dealership, which was 
stupid. No wonder no one will offer him a job.” 

“That’s not true!” said Kit, outraged. “My 
father has job interviews all the time. Almost 
every day he has big, fancy lunches and 
meetings about jobs. He'll get one any day 
now. He said so.” 

Kit was absolutely positive someone would 
hire Dad. He was so handsome and smart! He 
knew all about cars, and he could fix or build 
anything. When Dad got a new job, Kit planned 
to type a special newspaper for her family with 
a huge headline that said, ‘Hurray for Dad! Bye- 
Bye, Boarders!’ Dad would help Kit and Ruthie 
build the tree house they’d dreamed of, and 
Kit’s life would go back to the way it used to be. 

Roger’s mean voice interrupted Kit’s happy 
thoughts. “Your father is zot going to find a 
job,” said Roger. “Nobody wants him.” 

With that, Roger shoved his armful of 
sticky turkey feathers at Kit, who shoved 


them right back. Kit shoved so hard that 
Roger staggered backward, lost his balance, 
and fell against a ladder that had a bucket of 
white paint on it. Everyone shrieked in horror 
and delight as the can fell over, splattering 
white paint on the backdrop and clonking 
Roger on the head! White paint spilled over 
Roger’s hair and face and shoulders and back 
and arms. It ran in rivers down Roger, striping 
his legs and his socks and pooling into white 
puddles around his shoes. 


“My father’1l get a 
new job any day now.. 
He said so.” 


“Arrgghh!” Roger roared. He lunged for Kit. 

But at that very instant, Mr. Fisher, their 
teacher, appeared. “Stop!” he shouted. 

“Now you're going to get it,” Roger hissed 
at Kit. “Now you'll be sorry!” 

Kit lifted her chin. “I’m not sorry I shoved 
you, Roger,” she said. “I’d do it again, no matter 
what the punishment is. I’d shove anyone who 
says anything mean about my dad!” 

r. Fisher’s punishment was not too 
terrible. Kit, Ruthie, and Stirling 
had to clean up the stage and redo 
the backdrop where white paint 
had spattered on it. Also, while the rest of the 
class was watching the pageant, they had to 
deliver a Thanksgiving 
basket of food the class 
hadcollectedtoasoup “= 
kitchen on River Street. 


AMERICAN GIRL 


35 


NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2000 


< “ek “ 
ee 


The children were surprised by the long 
line outside the soup kitchen. Inside, it was 
very busy. People were rushing about with 
huge, steamy kettles of soup, trays of sand- 
wiches, and pots of hot coffee. One lady saw 
Kit and the others and stopped short. “Bless 
you for coming,” she said. “Please bring your 
food out front. You can help give it away.” 

The large front room was crowded and 
smelled of soup and coffee. People sat eating 
and drinking. Most of them kept a polite 
silence, as if they did not want to call attention 
to themselves. Along one side of the room, 
people stood in line patiently, waiting to be 
served. Across the room there was a table 
where a lady was handing out groceries and 
loaves of bread for the people to take home. 
Kit, Ruthie, and Stirling put their food on the 
table and stood next to the lady. “Please give 
bread to the people as they pass by,” she said. 


ey >. seme ee) 
The children kept their eyes on the bread 
as they handed it out. It was kinder and more 
respectful not to look into the faces of the 
people, who seemed grateful but embarrassed 
to be accepting free food. 2 
Most of them kept their - 


eyes down, too. Kit felt 


very, very sorry for them as they 

took their bread, murmured their thanks, 

and moved away. All of these people have sad 
stories to tell, she thought. They weren’t always 
hungry and hopeless like they are now. How 
humiliating this must be for them! 

The lady handing out the groceries seemed 
to know some of the people. “Well, hello!” she 
said to one man. “You're here a little later than 
usual today.” 

Kit handed the man his bread. 

“Thank you,” he said. 

Kit looked up, bewildered. 
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It was Dad. 
“Kit!” Dad gasped. 
Kit couldn’t breathe. She felt 


as if she had been punched 
hard in the stomach. Shock, 
disbelief, and a sickening 


feeling of shame shot 
through her as she staredat 7 
Dad. Suddenly, Kit could bear 
no more. She pushed past Ruthie and Stirling 
and ran out the back door into the alley. 


Kit couldn’t breathe. 
Shock, disbelief, and a 
sickening feeling of 
shame shot through her. 


Inamoment, Ruthie and Stirling were beside 
her. “Your dad left,” said Ruthie gently. “He said 
he’d talk to you at home. Come on. Let’s go.” 

Without talking, the three children walked 
together until they came to the end of Ruthie’s 
driveway. They stopped next to a stack of left- 
over lumber Ruthie’s father had said the girls 
could use for their tree house. 

There’s no hope for that 
anymore, thought Kit. 

Ruthie turned her sad e 
face to Kit. “Listen,” she said. “Everything’s 
going to be all right.” 

Kit shivered. “No, Ruthie,” she said. 
“Everything’s not going to be all right. My 
father hasn’t been having job interviews. He’s 
been going to a soup kitchen. He had to, just 
to get something to eat, just to get food for 
our family to eat.” Kit’s voice shook. “He’s not 


going to get a job here in Cincinnati. Maybe he 
would have a better chance of finding one in 
Chicago. I guess now I hope that he will go.” 

“No, you don’t,” said Stirling. 

Kit frowned. “What do you know about what 
I want?” she asked. “Your father is in Chicago, 
sending you letters with twenty dollars stuck 
in them!” 

“No,” said Stirling. “He isn’t.” 

“What are you talking about?” asked Kit. 
“I saw the money!” 


“That was my twenty dollars,” Stirling said. 
“My father gave it to me before he left. He 
told me to save it for an emergency.” Stirling 
sighed, and then he poured out the whole 
story. “My mother hasn’t been able to pay any 
rent since we moved in,” he said. “I figured if 
I could trick her into taking the twenty dollars, 
she might use it for rent. So I made her think 
it came in a letter from my father.” 

Kit frowned, trying to understand. “You 
sneaked the money into the letter?” she asked. 

Stirling shook his head. “No,” he said. 

“It’s worse than that.” He paused. “I wrote the 
letter myself. I typed it on your typewriter.” 

“What?” Kit and Ruthie asked together. 

Stirling hesitated. “The truth is, I don’t know 
where my father is,” he said. “But I’m pretty 
sure he’s never coming back to my mother and 
me. He flew the coop, as Roger said. So that’s 
how I know that you don’t want your dad to 
go away, Kit. No matter how bad or hopeless 


things are, you don’t want him to leave.” 
“Stirling,” said Ruthie, “you’d better tell 
your mom what you did.” 
Stirling nodded. It was as if he had used up 
all his words. 
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hen Kit got home, she headed 
upstairs to change out of her school 
clothes. As she passed Dad and 
Mother’s room, the door opened. 

“Kit,” said Dad. “Come in here, please.” 

Kit went in reluctantly. 

“I told your mother what happened today,” 
said Dad. “I owed her an apology, and I owe 
you one, too. I should have told you what I 
was really doing. I’ve been going to the soup 
kitchen to eat and to get food to bring home. 
We've been so short of food. It was the only 
way I could contribute to the household.” 

“Are we really that... poor?” asked Kit. 

“Yes,” said Dad. “We are. But I didn’t want 
you to know. I shouldn’t have led you to believe 
I'd find a job in Cincinnati anytime soon. My 
only excuse is that I wanted it to be true. But 
it’s time for me—for us—to face the truth that 
there’s nothing for me to do here. There’s no 
point in searching the want ads for a job that’s 
not going to appear. Your mother and I have 
decided. I’m going to Chicago.” 

“Oh, Dad!” said Kit. “You’re not going be- 
cause of Stirling’s letter, are you? Because...” 

But Dad interrupted her. “I’m going because 
there’s no alternative.” He smiled a small 
smile. “When I’m gone, will you send me your 
newspapers so I won’t feel so far away?” 

Kit nodded slowly. 

“That’s my girl,” said Dad. “You were my 
reporter during the good times. I need you to 
be my reporter during the hard times, too.” 

Hard times, thought Kit as she left Dad and 
climbed the stairs to her room in the attic. 
She sank into her desk chair, cleared a space 
between her typewriter and a pile of papers, 


and rested her head on her arms. There was 


no guarantee that Dad would find a job in 
Chicago. What would become of her family? 
How would they have enough money for food 
and clothes and heat? Would they be so poor 
they’d be kicked out of their house? 

Oh, I wish we had room for more boarders! 
Kit thought passionately. Then Dad could 
stay. Kit felt a drop of water on her hand. She 
looked up and saw a leak in the foof right 
above her desk. Drops of water plopped onto 
the papers next to her and blurred one of her 

tree house sketches. Oh well, 
. what difference does it make? 
she thought. Dad won't be here 
to build it. There’s no use for 
the sketch or Ruthie’s leftover 
lumber now. Kit sat bolt upright. 
Unless... Tree house? Boarding house? 

Suddenly, Kit had an idea. 
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fter dinner, Kit presented her idea 
to Mother. 
“Mother,” she said, “Ruthie’s 

father has a stack of lumber he 
said Ruthie and I could have to build a tree 
house. But I bet he wouldn’t mind if we used 
the lumber to fix up the sleeping porch 
instead. Then Mr. Peck could move in there 
with Charlie, and we’d have room for two 
more boarders. Dad could do the carpentry 
work. He’s great at building things.” 

Mother was quiet. Then she said, “Kit, dear, 
that’s very ingenious. But the idea would have 
to be presented to your father in just the right 
way. Now that he’s decided to go, it'll be hard 
to change his mind.” 

Kit grinned. “You leave that to Stirling and 
me!” she said. 
x 
The next morning, when Dad sat down to 
breakfast, this is what he saw: 
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EDITION : 


Kit, Stirling, and Mother sat on the edge 
of their seats watching Dad read The Hard 
Times News. When he finished reading, Dad 
patted the paper. “Look at this!” he said. 
“There’s a construction job in these want ads. 
A boarding house needs to expand. It’s right 
here in Cincinnati, close to home.” Dad 
winked at Kit. “In fact, it is at home. It’s the 
perfect job for me!” 
Kit ran to Dad and hugged him. “So you'll 
stay, then?” she asked. 
“Yes,” said Dad. “I'll go talk to Ruthie’s 
father about the leftover lumber today.” 
Suddenly, Kit heard a quiet voice next to 
her say, “Happy Thanksgiving.” 
It was Stirling. His gray eyes were shining. 
Kit smiled. “Happy Thanksgiving, Stirling,” 
she said. * 
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Meet the Author 
Valerie Tripp 


‘“) My mother was ten 
My years old in 1932. 
The stories she told 
me about her family’s 
struggles during the 
Great Depression inspired Kit’s stories and 


made me admire Mom’s 
grit and determination 
more than ever. 

Valerie Tripp has written 32 books \_ 


in The American Girls Collection, ae: <4 
= : mom — Now 
including three about Kit. at © 
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Take a good look at this scene. Study it carefully for up to two minutes. Then turn to 


page 42 to answer some questions and see what kind of holiday memories you’ve made! 


Ashley Coleman What do you call Santa when he visits a house with a fire in the fireplace? Krisp Kringle! 
Age 11, New Hampshire 
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Lights Ovt! 


Follow the string of lights from beginning to end to answer this holiday riddle: 


Age 11, Wisconsin 


Why does Santa go down the chimney on Christmas Eve? 


K § 

. ° 8 

Movie Mix-Up AG Code : 

2 
The Giggle Gang girls wanted to rent some Use the decoder to answer this riddle sent in 
movies to watch on their winter vacation, by Alison Heleen, age 10, of Massachusetts. 


but they got the movie titles all mixed up. 
Can you sort out these funny names to get 
the titles of six holiday movie favorites? 


What do you call acat who’s walking 
along the beach? 


Vv‘ Eo ala < 1.65 2b VE 
Hint: The first half of each title is in green, and the 
second half of each title is in red. bes | 


“Who's there?” “Police.” “Police who?” “Police let me in. I’m cold!” (lesen Batg/ Where does Frosty keep his money? In a snow bank! Haryta Shut 


Viennon zimméymoan What did the lettuce say when it came in from the cold? “I’m frozen salad!” Pi hes Thibuga “Knock, knock.” 
Age 10, Kentucky Age 10, New York 
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T he Cagle Gang 


Tangrams are a kind of Chinese jigsaw 


tangrams. Then create some tangrams of 
your own! 


listening to the carolers? 


Christmas trees? 


1. Trace the design above onto 
a sheet of blank paper. 


Z.. Cut out the square, then cut it 
into pieces along the lines. 


. Arrange the pieces to make 
the candle and Christmas tree 
shapes you see here. Use all 
the pieces to form each shape. 
The pieces must touch, but 
they cannot overlap. 
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Age 10, New York 
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Ne Try . Tangram | Holiclay Memories 


Answer these questions about the scene on 
puzzle. See if you can solve AG’s holiday page 40. Remember—no peeking! 


. What kind of animal is decorating the Christmas tree? 
. How many girls are caroling at the red-brick house? 
. What kind of animal is singing with the carolers? 


. Which of these faces belongs to the character 


7." 


. 
. 
oe 


. What kind of sports balls are hanging in one of the 


. What kind of animal is sitting in Grandma’s window? 


. Which of these items is the snowman holding? 
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1 Korilko What do you get when you cross a pigeon, a Volkswagen Beetle, and a golden retriever? A flying car-pet! enna MetzingEr 


A himster. \Ari 


What’s an invisible cat’s favorite thing to drink? Evaporated miik. nega diannmniths What do you call a boy hamster? 


Age 7, Colorado 


Age 9, Illinois 


\llustrations: Laurie Caple 
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Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she is now. 


Clue 1 

At age six, I spotted a round, 
mysterious object in the sky 

above my grandparents’ garden. When it 

disappeared seconds later, I was sure I’d seen 

a UFO—an unidentified flying object! 


Clue 2 
My dad's job as an international 
doctor kept us apart, but it also 


gave us great adventures when I visited him. 
In Switzerland, I snow-skied in the frosty Alps, 
and in Zaire, I water-skied on the Congo River! 


Clue 3 
My grandmother’s Christmas 


tree was simply magical to me 
when I was a girl. Its blue lights and silver 
decorations gave it a shimmery, moonlit glow. 


Clue 4 
Sometimes my dad saved dogs 
from research labs. With seven 


ooo 
or eight rescued dogs in our Connecticut 
home, a pony, and our collies, too, I always 
had pets to pet! 


Here | am at age eight. 


Shook I joined my first drama arate, “The 
Fingernails: The Group with Polish.” In one 
skit, I played a wild and crazy Beatles fan. 


Take a guess! 


When this American girl grew up, she became: 


a veterinarian 


an actress 


an Olympic skier 


a scientist 


Turn the page and find out if you’ re right! 
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S Dalmatians are pure white when they ave born. The Spots don't appear” for three to fow weeks! 


She's Glenn Close 


Glenn Close’s 
latest movie, 
102 Dalmatians, 
put Glenn—a 


lifelong animal 


lover—in quite 


Glenn with her mother, Benitte, and 
her daughter, Annie 


a tough spot! 
“The dogs would cringe and put their tails 
between their legs when I was in costume,” 
says Glenn, who stars as evil Cruella De Vil. 
“They didn’t want to have anything to do with 
me!” After shooting her scenes, Glenn 
visited the set’s kennel (without 
her costume) to cuddle with {q N 
her puppy pals. * 
Ashy girl with a lively 


~ 


imagination, Glenn knew 
early on that she wanted to 
be an actress. “Acting was 


/ 


my secret for a long time,” 
she recalls. “I was too shy to 
do it in front of people.” 
Despite her stage fright, Glenn 
joined “The Fingernails” in tenth 
grade. Each role led her closer 
to a career that has A 
included major roles 
in 101 Dalmatians, 
Tarzan, and Sarah, 
Plain and Tall. 
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Glenn’s acting projects take her all over the 
world, including Australia, where she recently 
filmed a TV-version of the musical South 
Pacific. Remembering how 
hard it was to be away from 
her family when she was a 
girl, Glenn often takes her 
12-year-old daughter, Annie, C : 


along on faraway jobs. 


Glenn with costar 
Christopher Walken in 
Sarah, Plain and Tall 


New friends are the best 
part of her job, Glenn says. 

o7 “Over the years, I’ve made friends 
#/ Y / witha lot of the wonderful 
f/f a people I’ve worked with. 
, I’m lucky that way!” 
Now she can add 
102 dogs to her long 


list of acting pals! « 


You can write to Glenn c/o 
Creative Artists Agency 
9830 Wilshire Blvd. 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 


Photo credits on page 2. 
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Fold the stack of 
pages in half along the 
solid line in the center. 


The cover of the magazine 
should now be on top. Run 
your fingernail down the 


| The: Caiggle Gang | 


kids, because they all have no mother and so father.” 
explains Aimée. “But when we saw Xiao Fang's pictare, 
we knew she was the one.” 

Halfway around the world, Xiao Fang (show- FONG), 
the 11-year-old girl in the adoption agency photo. got the 
news she'd been waiting for: her new American famy 
‘would soon arrive to take her home. She imagined that 


stood that getting adopted meant she'd have to leave her 
best Chinese friend and China itself—perhaps for good. 
n't know much at all about her new family. 


jopted Eric from Korea when he wasa 
baby. Stil, ole family waited anxiously for the news 
that Xiao Fang’s adoption could go through. “It was really 
weird thinking, ‘What wilt be like to have a sister?” 


folded edge to help the 


pages lie flat. 


Open the folded stack. 
Staple along the center 


line. Cut off the tabs, and 


you’re done! 


ie 
shapes you see hee. Use all AS, 
5 the places to form each shape. WEEE 


American(l 


Sena 1 he Gigde Gang 
§ eo ~ — La ce a. 
a | wy a Tangyam 
‘Tangrams are a kind of Chinese jigsaw Answer these questions about the acene on 
puzzle. See if you can solve AG's holiday ‘page 40, Remember—no pecking! 
tangrama. Then create some tangrams of 
caval 4. waht ria a ncrtng he Onna 
2. ow man sa ergo teak hse 
2 an ia a gg aot 
4. via ee en neg eh share 
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HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 


I just got a new kitten. Whenever 


my friends come over, all they 
want to do is play with her! 
Hello Kitty Goodbye Friends 
Try not to be too upset with your 
friends. A playful kitty is pretty 
irresistible, especially if your 
friends don’t have their own pets. 
When your pals first come over, 
steer clear of the kitten and hang 
out in another part of the house. 
If they ask about the kitten, say, 
“She’s resting now, but we’ll play 
with her later.” Plan some kitten 
time, but save it for last. A little 
quiet will be good for your kitten, 
and sharing your pet will be good 
for your friendships! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I always lose library books 
and have to pay for them! I 
can’t stop going to the library, 
because I have to do reports 
and school projects. 
Nor AL Book Croo/K< 
Think like a librarian! Make a list 
of the books you check out, and 
mark due dates on a calendar. 
Pick a shelf in your room where 


you can keep them. Resist the 


urge to take the books to school 
or to someone else’s house, If 
they never leave your house, 
you'll find them sooner or later! 
Still having trouble keeping track 
of those books? Next time you're 
at the library, photocopy pages 
from books, or take good notes. 
Find info on the Web, and print it 
out. You might end up leaving the 
library with everything you need— 
and no books at all! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a problem with math, but 
I don’t want someone to help me, 
because I want to be cool like all 
my friends. 
Want Fo he Cool! 
Does falling further and further 
behind in math sound cool to you? 


Didn’t think so. Go ahead and 
ask for help. Maybe your teacher 
can spend more time with you or 
your parents can get you a tutor. 
Don’t make a big deal about it— 
you don’t even need to tell your 
friends. With help and hard work, 
you'll catch up to your friends in 
math, and what could be cooler 
than that? 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I have two movie tickets—one 
for me, and one for a friend. 
The problem is that both of 
my friends know about it, and 
I don’t know who to pick. 
One othe Gtner 
This is a sticky situation, but you 
can handle it two different ways. 
1. You could invite someone from 
your family to go with you instead. 
That way, there will be no hard 
feelings for you to worry about. 
2. You could say to your friends, 
“I'd love to take both of you to 
the movie, but | can only take 
one, so to be fair, let’s flip a coin.” 
Then flip, but only flip once—no 
redos or “best two out of three.” 
Enjoy the show! 
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MORE HELP 


Dear American Girl, 
I love to act. I’ve been in six 
different plays. I even look in 
newspapers for commercials 
or other tryouts. I want to 
star in a movie, but I don’t live 
in New York or California. 
B0cen Star 
Ever heard of Smyrna, Georgia? 
It’s where Julia Roberts is from. 
In fact, many stars didn’t grow up 
in New York or California. When 
you are older, you'll be able to 
move to any state you like, but 
you don’t have to wait until then 
to follow your dreams. Tell your 
parents how important acting 
is to you. Take an acting class. 
See if your play directors know 
of other opportunities for you 
to act. Invite the local paper to 
review your plays. With a little 
luck, you might get noticed. Even 
if it doesn’t happen right away, 
you'll still be doing what you love. 
x 
Dear American Girl, 
Every time my parents ask me 
to do something, I say, “Sure.” 
But then I forget. I really plan 
on doing it, but they think I just 


AMERICAN GIRL 


don’t care. I feel lazy and upset, 


and they’re really starting to 
get angry. 
Feel \ike aPolitician 
Here’s the easiest way to keep 
your word: Do the job right away. 
Hard as it may be to put down a 
good book to help carry in the 
groceries or load the dishwasher, 
you'll feel relieved when you’re 
done. If you forget to do weekly 
chores, jot them down on a 
calendar. Check for chores every 
morning and when you get home 
from school. Soon your parents 
will see that you don’t just talk 
the talk—you also walk the walk 
(and take out the trash!). 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I thought my hair was a little 
curvy at the ends, so I trimmed 


it. I don’t know how it happened, 
but my right side is a lot shorter! 
Bad Waic Voy 

Here’s the good news: Hair always 
grows back. In the meantime, head 
to a good stylist who can turn 

your hair scare into a cute cut. You 
might end up with a look you like 
even better than your longer locks. 
And next time you have a bad hair 
day, put the scissors away and put 


on a hat instead! 


x 


Advice from You 

“If a girl is hanging around you 
because she doesn’t have 
friends, think before you and 
your pals tell her to leave. 
Think of all the talents and 


good qualities she has. She 


might make a great friend!” 


Kakne ‘ay Cacnal| : 


Age 10, Rhode Island 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 


Help! 
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8400 Fairway Place 
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Ever since she was in third grade, Kendyl 
Diamond Collins has been collecting warm 
winter clothes for the homeless people 
living in her New Mexico community. The 
coats and pants, sweaters and shirts, 
socks and hats she’s gathered go a long 
way toward helping needy people in her 
hometown bundle up. Now 13, Kendyl has 
collected more than 4,000 pieces of 
clothing so far! “There are so many home- 
less people with nothing to wear when it 
gets cold in the winter,” Kendyl explains. 
“| can’t imagine living that way.” 


From fall to spring, Kendyl visits the drop 
boxes she’s placed around her school to 
pick up clothes donated by students and 
teachers. Then she takes the clothes 
home, where she washes, dries, and sorts 


them every weekend. Kendyl’s hard work 
in the laundry room saves time for busy 
shelter volunteers. Finally, Kendyl drops 
off the clean clothes at a homeless care 
center, and they’re given to people who 
need them. 


Kendyl encourages girls to give outgrown 
and unused clothes to shelters in their 
own communities. “Every piece of clothing 
is needed!” she explains. 


Do you have a friend who really shines as 
a volunteer? Maybe you’re a star volunteer 
yourself. Write to the address on page 2 
to tell us all about the shining stars you 
know. Each girl we honor receives a 
certificate and a sparkly star pendant— 
and AG will donate $500 to her cause. x 
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Coming up in the January/February issue 


Slumber Party Spectacular 


Trash or Treasure? 


Break It! 
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Squish 
Q wish. 


AmericanGirl 


Carefully peel your “Little Book of Wishes” off of this tab. 


For just one day, | wish: 
| had ten more siblings. 
I had a twin. 
| were an only child. 


Circle one) 
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shoes For one day. 
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Just take five cans of food (or more!) to a local food pantry before | 
Thanksgiving. For food pantry locations, check your yellow pages. — 


Clip the coupon below, or print one off the 
Web site, and present it to a volunteer at the donation site to sign. 


Send the coupon back to: American Girl, RO. Box 628218, 
Middleton, WI 53562-8218 


Check ri.com every week to watch the cans pile up! 


ge Donation Coupon 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


No. of cans donated Name of donation site 


Verified by donation site volunteer Date 
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Oh eae ee eas 
Smart Savings on American(ill! 


CO 1 Year for $19.95 
6 bimonthly issues 

I save $3.75 off 

the cover price— 
that’s like getting 
one issue FREE. 


OC 2 Years for $36.00 
12 bimonthly issues 

I save $11.40 off 

the cover price— 
that’s like getting 
three issues FREE. 


Savings based on newsstand price 


© 2000 Pleasant Company of $23.70 for six issues. 
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“I love American Girl. Every girl 


should get a magazine this great!” 


Kim Redmond, Age 10, NJ 
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